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Dear Friends, 
 

By the time you read this the clocks will have gone back and the darker days 
of winter will soon be upon us. My wife is preparing for what, to her, are the 
wretched days of travelling to and from work in the dark - which add to that 
winter melancholy which can easily set in. For some this is a time to find 
space to travel in search of some winter sun while others immerse  
themselves in activity designed to beat the winter blues. 
 

It is perhaps a time to reflect. For the Church this is symbolised by three  
important events. 
 

Firstly, November begins with All Saints Day, a time to ponder the example 
that others have left us. Obviously, there is a spiritual connotation here as in 
church terms the idea is to look back and seek something of what it means 
to walk the Jesus way. I can recall folk who have lived through immense 
challenges and whose faith has helped them cope with disasters we would 
not wish on our worst enemies. In more secular terms it allows us to  
contemplate the question of what it is to live well, to fully embrace humanity, 
what it is not to live purely for self. 
 

Secondly there is Remembrance-tide as the nation is invited to stop and  
remember those who have sacrificed so much so that we can enjoy the  
freedoms we do. It is a time to salute bravery and willingness to serve. It 
should encourage us to be thankful for all the men and women who set self 
aside and fought to protect those freedoms. Also, we need to be reminded 
that war and conflict, however just, always result in pain and sorrow as lives 
are lost or transformed because of the scars - both mental and physical - 
that conflict creates. The pain of the ordinary citizens of Gaza, the stories of 
hostages and their families as well as the mourning of loved ones lost should 
encourage us all to advocate for peace. 
 

Finally, November will conclude with the beginning of Advent - a time when 
Christians prepare for the coming of Jesus. It speaks of hope and light, of 
promise fulfilled and how the coming child invites humanity to think anew. A 
time to reconsider the message of love that is at the heart of Christianity, 
God's love for us and to look at the child born to offer us salvation from our 
folly. 
 

May these November days help us to appreciate more what it is to be  
human and how God speaks in love and invites us all to be advocates for 
true humanity.  

Blessings 
 

Richard 
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Deadline for December Magazine 

End of Friday November 14th 

TUESDAY CLUB WEEDON 
 

Tuesday 11th November at 8pm  
 in Weedon Old Schoolroom   

 

 

 “FROM THE ANDES TO THE AMAZON –  
A Journey through Legend and Wilderness”  

                                    
 With Ms Jackie Brett  

 

 

We look forward to seeing you. 
Please contact Judy Nagele on 01296 641278   

for more details. 



7 

 



8 

 

LEST WE FORGET 
 

 
 
 

1914 – 1918 
 
 

Private William George Abbey (57274) 4th Battalion, Worcestershire Regi-
ment, died of wounds, aged 19, on 30th September 1918, Buried at Haringhe 
Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium. 
 
Private Lionel Edward Allen (766372) 1st/28th Battalion, London Regiment 
(Artists’ Rifles), died of wounds, aged 34, on 2nd January 1918. Buried at 
British Cemetery, Manancourt, Somme, France. 
 
Private Leonard Halsey (T242918) 7th Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West 
Surrey Regiment), killed in action, aged 30, on 23rd March 1918. No Known 
Grave but commemorated on a panel at Pozieres Memorial, Albert, France.  
 
Corporal Charles Frederic Hopcraft (265759) 2nd/1st Bucks Battalion, Ox-
ford and Bucks Light Infantry, killed in action, aged 19, on 26th April 1917. 
Buried in Chapelle British Cemetery Holnon, Aisne nr St.Quentin, France. 
 
Private Leonard Williams Hughes (204775) 15th (Hampshire Yeomanry) 
Battalion, Hampshire Regiment, died of wounds, aged 24, on 23rd March 
1918. Buried in Grevillers British Cemetery, Nr Bapaume, France. 
 
Private Herbert William Jeffs (266164) 2nd/1st Bucks Battalion, Oxford and 
Bucks Light Infantry, killed in action, aged 19, on 22nd August 1917. No 
Known Grave but commemorated on panel at Tyne Cot Memorial, Passchen-
daele, Belgium. 
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Lance Corporal Charles Jones (9920) 1st Bucks Battalion, Oxford and 
Bucks Light Infantry, died of wounds, aged 20, on 8th April 1916. No Known 
Grave but commemorated in the Basra Memorial, Iraq. 
 
Private Frederick Jones (9083)  2nd Bucks Battalion, Oxford and Bucks 
Light Infantry, killed in action, aged 26, on 11th September 1918. No Known 
Grave but commemorated on Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Arras, France 
 
Private Herbert William Ming (15996) 1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards, 
killed in action, aged 21, on 13th March 1915. No Known Grave but com-
memorated on Le Touret Memorial, Bethune, Pas de Calais, France. 
 
Private William George Ming (29980) 1st/8th Battalion, Royal Warwick-
shire Regiment, killed in action, aged 42, on 27th August 1917. No Known 
Grave but commemorated on Tyne Cot Memorial, Passchendaele, Belgium. 
 
Private Herbert Owen Todd (53125) 18th Battalion, The King’s (Liverpool 
Regiment), died from wounds, aged 37, on 20th July 1917. Buried in St. 
Mary’s Churchyard, Hardwick, England. 
 
Second Lieutenant Musgrave Cazenove Wroughton 12th (Prince of 
Wales’s) Royal Lancers, died from wounds, aged 23, on 30th October 1914. 
Buried in Kemmel Churchyard, Kemmel, Belgium. 

 
 
 

1939 – 45 
 

Leading Aircraftman Pilot Douglas Thomas Foulger (655420) Royal Air 
Force Volunteer Reserve, died in accident, aged 20, on 7th October 1941. 
Buried in Weedon Chapel Churchyard. 
 
Lieutenant Robert Thomas Edward Jacobs (324297) Gloucestershire 
Regiment, died in accident, on 10th February 1945. Buried in Venray War 
Cemetery, Holland. 
 
Third Officer CHARLES BERNARD OLLIVER, B E M, Merchant Na-
vy, S.S.Vancouver, killed when ship carrying Gasoline hit a mine, aged 47, 
21st September 1941. Awarded B E M when a rigger on board H M Airship 
R33 in April 1925. Buried in St. Mary’s Churchyard, Hardwick, England. 
 

When you go home, tell them of us and say 
For their tomorrow, we gave our today 
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The trees have decided that autumn is here and there are conkers and 
acorns in abundance. Soon the winter visitors will start to fly in from Europe 
and of course there are lots of fungi to be seen.  
 

The naming of fungi always brings a smile: Shaggy Inkcap, Twisted De-
ceiver, Weeping Widow, Dead Man’s Fingers and Stinkhorn to list but a 
few. If you spot some while out walking why not post a photo on our face-
book page. You could take things further still and submit recordings of the 
fungi you see to the national  
database. For more information on how to do this look at https://
www.britmycolsoc.org.uk/recording-fungi.html or the Bucks Fungus Group 
at https://www.bucksfungusgroup.org.uk/ 
 

Recording sightings of all things wild adds to the national view of the state 
of wildlife. Known as Citizen Science this sort of activity adds immense val-
ue and was the subject of our talk at the AGM last month. There are nu-
merous ways of adding sightings or taking part in wildlife projects covering  
butterflies, moths, frogs, bats, birds and various mammals – in fact there 
seems to be an interest group for just about everything. So why not make a 
difference. 
 

As Guy Fawkes night approaches it’s worth making a plea to look out for 
hedgehogs already hiding under any bonfires you may be building. Many 
creatures use piles of leaves and sticks for overwintering in one form or  
another, so if tidying up the garden do leave an undisturbed area which will 
bring enormous benefit. Butterflies and moths too take advantage of those 
wilder patches to over-winter so being just a bit untidy is for once a good 
thing! 
 

As the year comes to a close the must have item in your Christmas stock-
ing is the Wild Weedon Calendar for 2026.  Available from Mike Stevens or 
via any committee member this edition is a real celebration of the wildlife of 
our villages. 

Wild WeedoŶ 

 

The WeedoŶ Wildlife Group 
aiŵs to protect aŶd proŵote 
wildlife iŶ aŶd arouŶd WeedoŶ 
aŶd Hardwick 
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WEEDON OLD SCHOOLROOM 
   available for hire 

 

The Old Schoolroom is available for community, group or personal book-
ings, including parties. Full of historical character and atmosphere, but 
equipped with all up-to-date facilities, it’s suitable for a wide range of ac-
tivities. Fibre broadband wifi is provided free. 
 
The upstairs meeting room is keenly priced and ideal for small groups. 
We’re going for green and clean energy at the hall! We have replaced the 
oil boiler with electric, and our supply is all 
from  
renewables. 
 

Interested in hiring? 
Phone 01296 641382  
Email john_bush@btinternet.com   
Text 07909 143960 

mailto:john_bush@btinternet.com
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Louise Davis Catering 

 

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD      
FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

 

Tel:  07979 578055 

E: louise.d.1@hotmail.co.uk 
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Bespoke Baking in the 
Heart of Buckinghamshire  

 

If you fancy a sweet treat or 
need something special for a  
get-together, then please 
give Weedon’s Baking Girl 
a call.  
 

All our cakes are made to 
order, and I love  
a good baking challenge. 
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Jeremy Holden 

Carpet Services 
 

 All types of carpet and vinyl flooring 

 supplied and fitted  
Excellent quality carpet supplied 

Fitting only service  
Dry Carpet Cleaning  

Very competitive prices  
Adaptations, Repairs and Alterations 

 

30 years’ experience 
 

Our dry-cleaning system leaves carpets  
clean, dry and fresh instantly 

No job too small 
advice and quotes freely given 

 

Why pay shop prices? 
 

Tel:  01296 711 879   Mobile: 07721 421 608 
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